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seemed to be natural qualities. ‘‘Piece of
cake,’’ he would say to someone who felt that
a task was too great. ‘‘Hang in there.’’

Born and raised in New York, he was or-
dained a priest in the Pallotines of the Immac-
ulate Conception Province in Brooklyn, NY in
1969, seven years after entering the order. He
served as chaplain and teacher of religion at
Bishop Eustace Preparatory School in
Pensauken, NJ, in 1969. Father Rusty came
to Baltimore in the 1970’s, serving as vocation
director and novice master for his order. He
also was the director of the Pallotine Seminary
in Hyattsville, MD, and he also served for a
time as a Provincial Superior of the Pallotine
Fathers.

Cardinal William Keeler, Archbishop of Balti-
more, called him ‘‘a truly great pastoral leader.
He spoke to the people in a way which was
at once witty and humorous and also quite
profound.’’ Reflecting on his avid reading, the
Cardinal added, ‘‘If I had to name one person
who was knowledgeable about the Bible, who
was in tune with today’s current problems and
was compassionate, it was Father Rusty.’’

Rev. Peter Sticco, SAC, the Pallotine Pro-
vincial at the time, told the mourners in his eu-
logy, ‘‘He was your pastor, he was your hero,
he was your friend.’’

The Rev. Oreste Pandola, SAC, is a worthy
recipient and exemplifies the great spirit of
Thomas D’Alesandro, Jr. in whose name this
award is presented.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the anniversary of the marriage of
George and Helen Dudas fifty years ago, May
22, 1948. These two people truly exemplify a
bond that can stand the test of time.

George and Helen Dudas entered the cov-
enant of marriage at a time when the future
was uncertain. World War II had just con-
cluded, an economic boom was prevailing
over the nation, and two young persons chose
to take the first step on a long and successful
life together. Their marriage saw many events
in its fifty years, both joyous and challenging,
that strengthened their bond and their love for
each other.

George and Helen Dudas have clearly
maintained a close bond with each other that
has survived the test of half a century. Their
marriage covenant, a beacon for all of us in
these unstable times, exhibits a true love for
each other and an ability to cope with the
tests of marriage.

My fellow colleagues, join me in saluting
George and Helen Dudas, two fine persons
who have maintained a loving and devoted re-
lationship for fifty years and we hope for fifty
more.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I insert my
Washington Report for Wednesday, March 25,
1998, into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

THE DO-NOTHING CONGRESS

1965, my first year in Congress, was ex-
traordinary in its legislative accomplish-
ments. In that year Congress enacted Medi-
care, aid to education, and voting rights leg-
islation, just to name a few examples.

1998, my last year in Congress, has been ex-
traordinary so far for the opposite reason.
Each week, Congress wants to get out of
town as quickly as it can, come back as late
as possible and spend a minimal amount of
time in session. The legislative schedule for
this year calls for Congress to meet for fewer
than 90 days—including Mondays and Fri-
days, when virtually no real business gets
done. That’s the shortest schedule in history.
At this time, Congress has only about 50 seri-
ous legislative days remaining before it ad-
journs in October. The biggest bill enacted so
far was the renaming of Washington Na-
tional Airport in honor of Ronald Reagan.

Congress is doing a bare minimum to get
by. Members feel that the less we do here the
better. They want to go home more often to
remind the public of their accomplish-
ments—most notably, last year’s balanced
budget agreement—and want to avoid the
high-profile errors of the recent past, like
the government shutdowns in 1995 and 1996
and the delay in passing a disaster relief bill
for flood victims last year.

So far, the ‘‘recess strategy’’ employed by
the congressional leadership seems to be
working. For the first time in 25 years, a ma-
jority of Americans approves of the way Con-
gress is doing its job. Congress, one of the
most criticized institutions in America, has
rarely gotten above a 40% job approval rat-
ing in recent years. Today it’s at 56%. The
standing joke here is that Congress is never
more popular than when it is in recess. There
isn’t any doubt that the nation’s soaring
economy and the mellow political mood in
the country have contributed to these high
ratings, but it’s also true that voters are
pleased with the balanced budget agreement
and this year’s anticipated budget surplus,
and those two achievements will certainly
define this 105th Congress. When people feel
better about the performance of government
it helps everybody in the government.

OUTLOOK

Much of the remaining time is going to be
taken up with measures that simply have to
be passed, like the budget and the appropria-
tion bills, and very popular legislation, like
the highway bill.

The parties are at loggerheads over a long
list of major issues including a minimum
wage increase, education initiatives, cam-
paign finance reform, Medicare expansion,
tax policy, and the terms of any new funding
for the United Nations and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). In addition, some of
the legislative possibilities have already
been foreclosed. There will not be a cam-
paign finance bill this year, must to my dis-
tress. It is unlikely there will be a signifi-
cant environmental legislation, and it’s be-
ginning to look now as if we will not address
the long-term problems of financing Social
Security and Medicare. Those items will not
be taken up until the next Congress, if then.
The tobacco legislation is very much in
doubt and a great deal of work needs to be

done on a code of conduct for the managed
care industry and increased support for child
care.

All of which is not to say that there aren’t
any high-stakes battles ahead in the remain-
der of the legislative year. Education will be
one. Members of Congress are very much
aware that across the country parents and
business leaders want more done to improve
the quality of education. Congress has before
it competing proposals, including more fund-
ing for repairing and modernizing schools,
increasing the number of teachers, providing
more money directly to states through block
grants, tax-free savings accounts, voucher
programs, and additional money for teacher
education. Some significant education legis-
lation is a real possibility in this Congress.

There is strong interest in taxes. There is
talk of a flat tax or a national sales tax or
eliminating the current tax code, and, of
course, a long list of tax cut proposals. But
it is quite clear that Congress will not enact
comprehensive tax reform this year.

Expanding health care coverage for those
approaching retirement age and regulating
HMOs will certainly be seriously considered,
as will child care initiatives. There is also a
lot of concern in Congress about values.
Many bills have been introduced to address
this concern, including bills to crack down
on drunk driving, to discourage smoking, to
ban online gambling, and to restrict access
to pornography on the Internet. The values
concern is also reflected in debates on re-
vamping the bankruptcy laws and even on
providing new money for the IMF.

There is, of course, a lot of debate on what
to do about a possible federal budget surplus.
Some want to return the money to the tax-
payers, others want to spend the money on
highways and bridges, others want to put the
money toward Social Security reform.

CONCLUSION

Members frequently comment that the
populist anger that dominated the political
environment in the early 1990s is on the
wane. We do not construe that as being a
newfound, overwhelming respect for Wash-
ington, but it does reflect contentment with
the status of the economy and a growing
feeling that politics is irrelevant to the lives
of most people. Public approval of Congress
is hardly sky high but it has been consist-
ently higher in 1997 and 1998 than at most
times in the previous decades.

One of the positive things about the
present mood is that Congress is focusing
more on governance rather than simply rhet-
oric, which marked, for example, much of
the early 1995 period. I really do not think
the American people are telling us to do
nothing. I think they want us to focus on the
areas that are very tangible to them: health
care, education, child care. What they are
telling us is to work together and to avoid
producing bad legislation.

This Congress is not going to make any big
waves. But Congress can do a lot in a short
time when it wants to, and I would expect
the pace of activity in Congress to pick up in
the next months.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, Cuban
patriot José Marti said: ‘‘Talent is a gift that
brings with it an obligation to serve the world,
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